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LEWIS WOoDS' VIEWS

TOO MUCH HIGH EDUCATION
FOR KACE YOUTH

Youth thould be Tanght Trades.

“High schools fill the crap
joints.” So =ave Lewis Woods,
editor of the Rising Sun.  “The
white man has done all he intends
| doing for the colored man," saigd
the editor, when asked concern-
ing a report that high school grad-
untes were flooding Kansas City
without an opportunity to get
suitahle employment.  The edit-
or's views were extraordinarily
frank and dicisive,

“W educate our boys beyound
their prent plane," says Mr,
Woods, “and the result is that
they will not descend to the level
of their fathers, By this I mean
that we equip them for the scien-
ces, the nrts and professions, and
when they set out to find congen-
inl emplovment they find not a
door open to them.  They cannot
turn their hand to the plow with-
out throwing away the vears of
of educatin and the greal sums
of money expended upon them,
so they remain in idleness, They
may not take the mason's mell
jand they will not take the hod,
They find no retainer when they
open law offices and they disdain
to assume a livery and he come a
footman. Thisislaudableifitstops
there. But it does not, The learn-
ed negro, failing to find patients
when offering his skill as a phy-
jsictan, or achurch when ordained
{or called, goes to the club, and in
our submerged world the ¢lub is
i crap joint, a policy shop, a gam-
bling place. A year or two ol thyt
and all the pride is dimmed, all
{ the hopes of a lifetime gone. The
colored man at present has noth-
ing to hope from the high school,
It isa difficult problem to solve.”
|I When asked if he had not form-
L ed an iden for himsell, he prompt=
[y replied that he had, “We want,
first of all, a cohe sion in the race,"
he said, and then he recited that
when some years ago a negro by
the name of Rhodes died and left
alarge estate to his heirs, they at
once hroke up all family ties and
dissipated the patrimony in the
courts, He named over half a
dozenfamities which had amasscd
money and property, all of which
had been lost to the surviving
generation,

“I'am not without hope,” the
editor resumed. *We will get
out #ll right, but we will have to
get ourselves out, The whites
have done all the, can do {or us,
They have done all we can in fair-
ness ask them todo, They have
given vs freedom and the schools.
We must take those facilities, all
the white mdn themselves have,
and work out our own salvation,”

“How?" was asked him.

“By teaching enough of our
people a trade to completely ope-
rate a factory, A negro cannot
gointo a machine shop because
the employer finds that the white
men there will not work at the
same bench with him. We ought
to train enough of our race to be
machinists to enable them tosay
toan employer; *Here,we will run
your worksfor you. - Employ us.
Wedo that in restaurants amd are
a success, But cafes are not gle-
vated. We ought to enter the
higher scales of labor, and we can

, | thankful for?"

never do that by rushing to get

our young men and young women

into the high schools, Less high

school and more manual training

is what we want,"
—~KEx.

By the Waters of Forget-
fulness,
By A. B. Curtis.

From The Laneis Hosme Jovesas,
There was onck a poor woman

whose life had been such a bitter
one that she wanted her memory
takenaway. Heto whom she had
given the love of her young heart
had not fulfilled the promises of
his youth; his weakness had de-

veloped crimes se that he was

compeled to flee for his life; and

the sons and daughters she had
borne and brought up had repaid
her care and kindness with nog-

lect and abuse, and at last, one by
one, had wonderad far from her

fireside. So the heart of the poor
womin was broken, and she pass-
ed, a sad and desolate soul, down

the dark valley of the shadow 011
death.

She came at lust to a dim
river, and asked the boatman to
take her over,

“This is the river of forgetful-
“Wil
vou stoop and drink before you

ness, " said the hoatman.

eroas?"

The woman's face brightened
and her voice was full of eager
“Yes, " she said, “Twill
drink; I will forget then that my
hopes failed.™ '

longing.

“You will forget that you ever
hoped," replied the hoatman,

Tue woman drew back, then
she bent forward once more. 1
will forget that Icame to hate him

150,"" she said.,
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THE BLACK NAID, °

The following significant poem
written by Ella Wheeler Wilcox
is taken froman exchange. It ru-
mored that this poem was writ-
ten more than a year ago and
dedicated to Pavl Lawrence Dun-
bar by the author, but that no
paper nor mayizine could be found
that would publish it until the or-
ganization of the National Prog-
ress Company. It was given a
very prominent place in the Na-
tional Progress, The poem, if
read and carefully thought of,
will reveal nolittle amount of the
white man's honor.

(By Ella Wheeler Wilcox.)

To the coal black maid
The white man said:
*You must yeild your honor to
me,
For 1 am king
Of everything,
A_\'! king of land and sea,

Now a bird or o beast mates but
with its kind

Yot a man will follow the lust of
his mind,

The pittiless skies
Heard the black girl's cries
And men turned an ear of stone.
For the good God gave
To the king his slave
And the world should let him
alene,

And why should it talk of the
white man’s sins

When the black girl's child has
a tawny skin?

The black man said

To the snow-white man:

“You must yeild to my brutal
will,

1 am morally blind

And I hate vour kind,

“You will forget that you ever
loved him,' came the response.
The words seemed to stira [ar

taway memory, There was a long

And I know how to throtile and
kil

“I have no braing, but my sinews
are strong

panse. Then the the woman lean-
ed forward to drink.

- - . 1
“Iwill forget that my little ones

left my arms. I will forget how
I wept for them in the darkness
when then they did not return at
night. T will forget that they lost
the right path and wandered a-
way never to return to me. "

*Yes," said the boatman, *“‘you
will forget that you ever pressed
themm to your bosom, forget that
von ever felt thetiny fingers wand
ering caressingly over your face.
You will forget the visions you
saw, the fond hopes you cherish-
ed as you used to rock them to
sleep at night."

The woman was not stooping
by the rviver now. She had rais-
ed herselfl and was walking to-
ward the boat.

*¥ou may row me across.” she
suid; “LIshall not drink of the wat-
ers of forgétfulness.”

Have you ever said, dear read-
er, ina momentof dispair, *““There
is nothing in all my past to be
Never say it a-
gain. Have you ever wished that
you might drink of the waters of
forgetfulness? Never wish ita-

gain, :

\
ozl

With a grudge of a hundred
years of wrong.™

The white girl’s cries
Rose wide and high.
It hurt the earsof the world:
Then blind and stark
Out into the dark
A Llundering soul was hurled.

For a woman's honor all men will
fight

And avenge her wrong--if her
skin be white,
Turn not a stranger from your

door,
But kindly condescend;
And lend to all a helping hand,
For ev'ry one needsa friend,
C, H. Warrick.

Methodists Oppose Dancing.’]

Lincola, Neb, Sept. 18,—The
« tute conference of the Methodist
Episcopal church yesterday put
itsclf on record as opposed to any
change in the discipline of the
church. The section referrved to

prohibits dancing, cardplaying
and othergames, and has been the
subject of considerable discus-
sion on account of an attempt of
the more liberal elemant of the
churchtoamend if, A resolution
reaflrming allegiance to the sec-
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tion was unanimously adopted,
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THE DIFFERENCE. .



